From the Desk of the SEC
I would like to thank the leaders of Wisconsin ARES/RACES and
WeComm who attended the meeting in Appleton on April 28th.
WeComm held their annual meeting in the morning. Bill Niemuth
outlined the short and longer term plans for building and maintaining
the system across Wisconsin.
The Wisconsin ARES/RACES Senior Leadership met in the afternoon.

Safety around Downed Power Lines
Downed power lines can carry an electric current strong enough to cause
serious injury or even death. Electricity wants to move from a high
voltage zone to a low voltage zone – and it could do that through your
body.
 If you see a downed power line, move away from it and anything
touching it. The ground around power lines – up to 10 to 35 feet
away - may be energized.

We discussed the impact of the ARRL weapons policy. Each DEC
reported on their respective district as it involved input they had been
receiving. In the end I believe there was understanding that the parent
organizations (ARRL for ARES and WEM for RACES) have made it
clear that a choice has to be made not to be carrying weapons as
defined by statute when functioning in an ARES/RACES capacity.
Remarks were made by supporters of concealed carry that they realize
there is a time and place for legal carrying but within ARES/RACES
the parent organizations and served agency requirements are to be
observed. A significant part of following Incident Command System
principles involves functioning as a team and acceptance of direction.
Being able to demonstrate our seriousness in following leadership
even when there may be personal disagreement can be a major test for
a volunteer organization. I respect that individuals come down on this
in different ways. We lost a few team members who could not agree to
the policy. We are thankful for the service of these individuals. It is
important to remember this was not a Second Amendment debate or a
second guessing of the Wisconsin enactment of concealed carry. It
was an announcement of policy just as training standards was some
years ago.

 You should assume that all downed power lines are
ENERGIZED and dangerous. You cannot tell whether a power
line is energized just by looking at it. Even lines that are deenergized could become energized at any time from a remote
location as part of the power restoration process. A live wire
touching the ground can cause electricity to travel through the
ground, radiating outward from the contact point. STAY
CLEAR!

I wish to recognize and thank RACES Chief Radio Officer Skip
Sharpe - W9REL for putting together the credentialing plan for
Wisconsin ARES/RACES. Skip took us through the document and
showed how it takes us to another level in applying ICS principles by
defining our human resources. More will certainly be coming on this
major advancement forward. Hopefully county units will review the
document at their upcoming meetings.

 Be careful not to touch or step in water near where a downed
power line is located.

ASEC for Training Dan Lenz reviewed the hospital drills and provided
insight as to SET plans for later this year.
The training program for leaders was reviewed with the goal of
"Wisconsinizing" the Kentucky EmComm training material.
We are here to serve and build and thank you all for that dedication.
Article written by: Gary Sorenson, W9ULK, WI ARES/RACES SEC

 The proper way to move away from the power line is to shuffle
away with small steps, keeping your feet together and on the
ground at all times. This will minimize the potential for a strong
electric shock.
 If you see someone who is in direct or indirect contact with the
downed line, do not touch the person. You could become the
next victim. Call 911 for help.
 Do not attempt to move a downed power line or anything else in
contact with it by using an object such as a broom or stick. Even
non-conductive materials like wood or cloth, can conduct
electricity if even slightly wet or otherwise contaminated.

 Do not drive over downed power lines.
 If your car comes in contact with a downed power line while you
are inside, stay in the car. Honk your horn or use your cell phone
to summon help, but direct others to stay away from your car.
 If you must leave your car because it is on fire, jump out of the
vehicle with both feet together and avoid contact with both the
car and the ground at the same time. Shuffle away with small
steps, keeping your feet together and on the ground at all times,
or hop away, with both feet landing on the ground at the same
time. Do not run away from the vehicle as the electricity forms
rings of different voltages. Running may cause your legs to
"bridge" current from a higher ring to a lower voltage ring. This
could result in a shock. Get a safe distance away.
Information for this came from: www.esfi.org Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI)
Article written by: John Wiltse, KB9GO Portage County

Amateur Radio and Bike Wisconsin

Storm Spotter Query:

Hi, I am Kathy Schramm, KB9UAZ; I am the Communications
Coordinator for the GRABAAWR bicycle tour. This is the official
announcement for communications support for the 2012
GRABAAWR. This year, the 7 day tour starts in Eagle River (June 16
- Registration) and finishes in Prairie du Chien (June 23). We will be
coming through several areas such as on June 19 when our riders bike
from Merrill to Stevens Point and June 20 when we go from Stevens
Point to Adams-Friendship.

You have been driving for 7 hours. The day before 5 people were
killed by a tornado several states away. That weather has been moving
towards you. You have been told by the National Weather Service
there is a moderate risk of severe weather with the possibility of
tornadoes for the area you are driving into. After driving in the fog for
hours you see (photo below) THIS in the sky in front of you. As a
trained severe weather spotter – WHAT IS YOUR REPORT?

We need volunteer HAM Radio Operators with vehicles that can join
our HAM/SAG Driver Team for one day, multiple days or for the
entire week. We assign team members to stationary checkpoints along
the route. HAM volunteers gain valuable hands-on experience passing
messages regarding tour participant welfare, course safety hazards,
changing weather conditions, mechanical or medical assistance, and
coordinating needed supplies.
Those interested in supporting this event should contact me with
following information:
Indicate the day(s) available and if there are any time restraints.
 Capabilities (mobile and/or fixed).
 Any specific request for operating.
 Any need for 2-meter equipment – radio, battery, and antenna.
(25-watt mobile units required).
 Email address and phone number.
 Recommended 2-meter repeaters.

Let me know your answer… This is a photo Jon Kreski - AB9NN took
on 4-15-2012 on my drive home from lower MI by the way… HINT –
no – it is NOT a mark on the windshield or camera lens or a shadow!
Photoshop was not used on this photo either...

Sometimes radio communications can be hectic and challenging
(HAM radio support has literally saved the lives of injured tour
participants who could not been located by any other means), but most
of the time it is very rewarding and a lot of fun. In addition, the
Query by: WI ARES/RACES Outagamie County EC,
practical knowledge that a HAM can gain will come in very handy
Jon Kreski,AB9NN
when a real emergency or disaster strikes our state.
What are the benefits if I volunteer? We give HAM operators a t-shirt,
2012 WI ARES/RACES State Leadership
free meal plan and reimburse them for their fuel; plus week long
Conference
volunteers receive free tent service!
The blanket of security we provide to the participants is invaluable and
always appreciated. Plus, we have fun too! It would be greatly
The 2012 State Leadership Conference was held Saturday, April 28th in
appreciated if you could pass this on to your members. Please spread Appleton, WI. Leadership from across the state met to discuss
the word.
important issues and changes within WI ARES/RACES.
Sincerely,
Kathy Schramm, KB9UAZ
Bike Wisconsin, Volunteer Coordinator
Bike Wisconsin, PO Box 3142, Madison WI 53704
Web: www.bikewisconsin.com
Email: volunteers@bikewisconsin.com
Office Phone: (608) 843-8412, FAX 608-234-5977

Areas discussed were concealed carry while in an ARES/RACES
capacity, training, the WI ARES/RACES State Conference, Training,
and Credentialing. We had a great attendance this year and would like
thank everyone who attended.

*Kathy is also our ASEC of Marketing & Recruiting

In Photo: Skip Sharpe, W9REL,Wisconsin RACES Chief Radio Officer

Credentialing of Communicators
In order to voluntarily comply with the National Incident
Management System (NIMS), Wisconsin ARES/RACES has
created a standard for credentialing volunteer amateur radio
communicators. NIMS Component III, Resource Management,
describes the credentialing process.
The credentialing protocol for Wisconsin ARES/RACES volunteers
considers several factors:
• Education: Coursework, usually spanning several classes,
based on an established curriculum and presented by a
school, college, or university. These courses provide a core
base of knowledge and skills to perform the duties of a
volunteer communicator.
• Training: Class work in a specific topic presented in a
single meeting or small number of meetings that enhance a
volunteer communicator's understanding, proficiency, and
abilities.
• Experience: Preforming the volunteer communicator
function at events and incidents to attain and maintain
proficiency in applying knoledge, skills, and abilities.
Experience includes one time and recurring requirements.
• Physical, Medical, and other Fitness Standards: Physical
and medical considerations that help ensure safe job
preformance in real world environments. Also consider if a
member's trustworthiness to function where he or she may
be exposed to sensitie information and/or high value
equipment.
• Cerification: Designation that in indicidual has met the
requirements and achieved specific knowledge, skills, and
abilities.
• Licensing: Legal designation that an individual has met the
necessary legal requirements to function in a job title.

Field Day with your Point and Shoot Camera
As popular as they have become in many circles, most people don't
own a DSLR camera. They are expensive, they are bulky, and they are
entirely inconvenient for toting around in most situations. As a
professional photographer, but despite owning a DSLR and a large
assortment of lenses and flashes, I will often slip a point and shoot
into my pocket before I walk out the door. You can't stuff a DSLR in
your pocket, even if you have cargo pants!
Since a point and shoot will most likely be with you, even if you do
own a DSLR, squeezing the best Field Day photos you can out of it is
worth the endeavor! This article will cover a few key areas for
moving beyond basic snapshots and moving towards making photos
worthy of, lets say, QST Magazine.
GET TO KNOW YOUR CAMERA
Read the Manual: No tips and tricks will help you if you haven't read
the manual. While similarities between cameras and manufacturers do
their best to make it easy to go from one point and shoot to another,
every camera model is still unique. Start with reading the manual. It's
not an exciting start, but even if you consider yourself a master of your
camera, you'll surprise yourself when you learn something new.
RULE OF THIRDS
Try experimenting with the Rule of Thirds. Imagine every scene you
see through your viewfinder with a tic-tac-toe board over top of it.
You want to capture interesting things at the intersections of the lines.
Avoid putting things in the center of squares. Along with Rule of
Thirds, explore using different angles. Try getting up high and
shooting down, people look great from above(it works wonders on
baggy eyes and double chins); get down low and shoot equipment,
kids, and landscapes-the world is different at that level. Don't be
afraid to climb, kneel, tilt the camera, or shoot it above your head.

LIGHTING
Flashes: Avoid using your flash all together. For all the awesomeness
packed into your point and shoot, spectacular flashes are rare. It's no
Within Wisconsin ARES/RACES, the credential status of each
ones fault, you can't escape having a flash right next to a lens with a
volunteer communicator will e reviewed each year or more
camera so small.
frequently as necessary at the appropriate leadership level.
You may not find an easy solution with the flash problem, but I can
• Emergency Cooridiators will review the credentials of their give you a few easy pointers to take pictures without blowing out your
assistants and members of their temas.
subject.
• District Emergency Coordinators will review the
credentials of their assistants and the emergency
HOME MADE FLASH DIFFUSER
cooridinators in their Districts.
When ditching your flash isn't an option you can always diffuse it.
Diffusing your flash cuts down on the distance the light can reach and
• The Section Emergency Coordinator and RACES chief
Radio Officer will review the credentails of their assistants bounces the light. Diffuse the flash with tissue or some other semiopaque material. A piece of white card stock or paper towel works
and deputies and the District Emergency Cooridinators.
well. Pop your flash up and tape the material around your flash.

The official doccument was signed by:
• Don Michalski, W9IXG, WI ARES/RACES Section
Manager
• Gary Sorensen, W9ULK, WI ARES/RACES Section
Emergency Coordinator
• Sidney Sharpe, W9REL, Wisconsin RACES Chief Radio
Officer

Field Day Photos and Stories
We are looking for photos and stories from your Field Day for our
July 2012 issue of the WI ARES/RACES newsletter. Please
forward any to Stephanie Schweitzer at kc9tzw@yahoo.com

WHAT FLASHES ARE GOOD AT:
Flashes are great for balancing between bright backgrounds and dark
subjects. If you are going to photograph someone standing under a
shaded tent, where they are in a shadow with the bright sky behind
them (or anywhere in the scene), you will need a flash. The flash fills
the exposure and ensures you see the subject in full detail as long as
the background.
Finally, remember that no amounts of tips and tricks will make you a
master photographer, that is what practice and experimentation does.
Remember a few tricks you want to try, grab your camera, and shoot.
Article Written by: Stephanie Schweitzer, KC9TZW, WI ARES/RACES NE District PIO

Emcomm Traning... Why would you want it?
As members of ARES/RACES, our primary purpose is Emergency
Communications, or Emcomm for short. Emergency communications
is our opportunity to provide public service personnel with trained
amateur radio operators who will have a consistent level of expertise
where ever they live in the North East District and beyond.
Emcomm training is not mandatory for every member in the District.
So why would you want to take the time out to take this training if its
not mandatory? Its simple. As members of ARES/RACES we are all
here because of our passion for communications and public service.
Strive for excellence!
As we all know, there are many personality types in Amateur Radio,
some are born communicators and some... Not so much. Some of us
simply need guidance and assistance to understand what the position
of ARES/RACES is in public service.
After 9/11, a great Ham had said, “ We are no longer just volunteers,
we are vital communicators!” When we get that call into action, we
need to show our served agencies that we are the communications
experts. There is no time for on the job training. When we are called,
the emergency has already presented itself. As we walk onto the
scene, we need to be prepared.
Some may say, “Volunteers don't have to take orders.” That is correct.
We don't have to take orders. But we have all joined ARES/RACES of
our own free will, knowing that there is some kind of structure to what
we do. Could you imagine the chaos if we walked into a massive
disaster having no idea of leadership, organization, and our primary
duty?
Green Bay Mike & Key Club Brat Fry, 5/12/2012
In Photo: Jon Kreski Outagamie Co. EC AB9NN, Keith KS9WI, and
Dave Brown Co EC. N8KQS.
Photo by: Jane Kreski

Following is a quote from physician and inventor Robert Jarvik on
leadership. “Leaders are visionaries with a poorly developed sense
of fear and no concept of the odds against them. They make the
impossible happen.”

Emcomm Training is not complicated, for most, just a simple review
of a lot of material you already know. Though, you could be surprised
at what you learn! You could easily go through the material and finish
your test in an hour or two. Tests and training material may be found
online at the ARRL website. These tests are not just quick and easy,
but at only $50 for ARRL members and $85 for non members, an
affordable addition to your ARES/RACES resume. At this time, we
are also recognizing the Kentucky Emcomm Test, which is free, and
available at: http://www.kyham.net/emcomm/training
Many might think, "I done EmComm before, so I don't need to
practice". This is not true. It will take a little time, if you want to be
efficient. Remember, this is the scene of some sort of an emergency or
disaster. It is not about being a Ham, the antennas, or the radios, it’s
about the emergency and the decision is all yours...Will you be part of
the problem or part of the solution?
Article Written By: Stephanie Schweitzer, KC9TZW, WI ARES/RACES NE District PIO

WI ARES/RACES Nets:

Wednesday:
7:00 PM Ashland Co.
7:00 PM Bayfield Co.
7:00 PM Juneau Co.
7:00 PM Kenosha Co.
8:00 PM Dane Co.
8:00 PM Jefferson Co.
8:00 PM Racine Co.
8:30 PM Clark Co.
8:45 PM Jackson Co.
9:00 PM Price Co.
9:00 PM Sawyer Co.
9:00 PM Washburn Co.

146.550
146.550
146.850
145.450
147.150
145.490
147.270
146.775
145.390
147.00
147.045
146.655

PL CA
PL CA
PL CA (1st Wed. of Month)
SIMPLEX
PL 123.0
PL 123.0
PL CA
PL 114.8
PL 131.8
PL 110.9
PL 110.9
PL 110.9

146.850
147.030
147.015
147.330
443.225
147.210
145.170

PL CA
PL 123.0
PL 123.0
PL 127.3
PL 107.2
PL 127.3
PL 131.8

Thursday:
Sunday:
8:00 AM WI ARES/RACES 3967.0 kHz
9:00 AM Kewanee Co.
146.805 PL 146.2
6:30 PM Waushara Co.
147.285 PL 123.0
7:00 PM Fond Du Lac
145.430 PL 107.2
7:00 PM Grant Co.
147.360 PL CA
7:00 PM Green Co.
145.110 PL 123.0
7:00 PM Oneida Co.
146.940 PL 114.8
7:00 PM Sauk Co.
147.315 PL 123.0
7:00 PM Winnebago Co. 147.240 PL 107.2
7:30 PM Lincoln Co.
145.430 PL 114.8
7:30 PM Calumet Co.
147.300 PL 107.2
7:30 PM Marquette Co. 146.745 PL 123.0
8:00 PM Outagamie Co. 146.655 PL 100.0
8:15 PM Waupaca Co.
146.925 PL 118.8
8:30 PM Tri Co. ARES (Marinette Co, Oconto Co, and
Menominee Co. MI)
145.470 PL 114.8
9:00 PM Richland Co.
146.910 PL 131.8

Monday:
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM
9:00 PM
9:00 PM

St. Croix Co.
Dodge Co.
Shawano Co.
Marathon Co.
Walworth Co.
Milwaukee Co.
Polk Co.
Waukesha Co.

145.130
146.640
147.225
146.820
146.865
147.165
147.195
147.165

PL 110.9
PL 123.0
PL 114.8
PL 114.8
PL 127.3
PL 127.3
PL 110.9
PL 127.3

Tuesday:
0000-2400 State Winlink Net wb9rqr@winlink.org
7:00 PM Manitowac Co. 146.610 PL 107.2
7:00 PM Rock Co.
145.450 PL 123.0
7:00 PM Wood Co.
146.790 PL 114.8
8:00 PM Barron Co.
443.650 PL 110.9
8:00 PM Portage Co.
146.670 PL 114.8
8:00 PM Watertown
146.460 SIMPLEX

6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:15 PM
9:00 PM

Florence Co.
Adams Co.
Columbia Co.
Ozaukee Co.
Sheboygan Co.
Washington
Vernon Co.

For any corrections or to have your ARES/RACES net added to the
list, please contact Stephanie KC9TZW at the information below.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
The newsletter is published the first week of every other month.
Articles, ideas, photos, and events should be submitted no later
than the last day of the month, unless in the event of an emergency
or major drill. We welcome articles, ideas, photos, events, and
stories from every ARES/RACES member throughout the State of
WI.
Please submit all newsletter articles, photos, stories, ideas, and
events to:
Stephanie Schweitzer, KC9TZW
WI ARES/RACES NE District ADEC-PIO
WI ARES/RACES Newsletter Editor
225 ½ Sherman Street
Marion, WI 54950
(715)754-2239 (home)
(920)202-1854 (cell)
kc9tzw@yahoo.com

